
 

 

 

 

 

Measuring Fossil Fuel Subsidies in the Context 

of the Sustainable Development Goals: 

Methodology Report Launch  

14 May 2019, 1:30 to 3:00pm 

World Trade Organization, Room S3, Geneva, 

Switzerland 

Introduction 

The importance of measuring fossil fuel 
subsidies has been recognized in the SDG 
process which created a dedicated indicator 
of measuring fossil fuel subsidies (12.c.1 – 
‘Amount of fossil fuel subsidies per unit of 
GDP (production and consumption’).  
 
As custodian agency for the SDG indicator 
12.c.1, UN Environment has developed a 
methodology to measure fossil fuel 
subsidies in order to provide guidance to 
UN member countries reporting on this 
indicator.   
 
While periodic international monitoring on 
fossil fuel subsidies is already being carried 
out by international 
 

 
 
 
organisations such as the OECD, IMF and 
IEA, reporting under the SDG12.c.1 indicator 
will be the first attempt to systematically 
monitor fossil fuel subsidies across all 193 
UN member countries and to collect these 
data using an internationally agreed 
methodology. This monitoring and reporting 
will help to increase transparency on fossil 
fuel subsidies, providing comparable data to 
allow the tracking of national and global 
trends and support policy reforms.  

Improving transparency of fossil fuel subsidies for their 

reform: monitoring in the context of the SDGs 
 



 

 

Opening Remarks and Launch of the Fossil Fuel Subsidy Indicator: 

▪ Steven Stone, Chief of the Resources and Markets Branch, UN Environment  

▪ Thomas Haidon, Deputy Permanent Representative to the WTO, New Zealand  

Moderator: Thomas Haidon, Deputy Permanent Representative to the WTO, New 

Zealand 

 

Part 1: UN Environment presentation on ‘measuring fossil fuel 

subsidies in the context of the SDGs’  

Speaker: 

▪ Joy A. Kim, Senior Economic Affairs Officer, UNEP  

Part 2: How fossil fuel subsidy data supports reform 

Speakers: 

▪ Rachel Bae, Senior Counsellor in the Trade and Agriculture Directorate, OECD 

Part 3: Interactive Discussion 

Government participants will be invited to answer the following questions: 

▪ Current practice on FFS data collection: Does your Government already collect data on fossil fuel 

subsidies to consumers and producers, including through tax expenditure (vis a vis the 

recommendations made in the presented measurement framework)?  

▪ Institutional arrangements: Which institutions and agencies will be involved in reporting SDG 

Indicator 12.c.1?    

▪ Key challenges and capacity needs: What are the main challenges you face in collecting and 

reporting data related to SDG Indicator 12.c.1? Might you benefit from peer-to-peer exchanges or 

from technical assistance? 

After the launch event, the report will be available for download here. 

Attendees without WTO accreditation must register by close of business Thursday 9 May RSVP by 

clicking here 

A light lunch will be provided outside the room from 12:45pm  

 

 

Contact 

For further information or queries concerning the launch event, 

contact Lourdes Sanchez at lsanchez@iisd.org or Tatiana Falcão at 

falcao@un.org  

http://greenfiscalpolicy.org/policy-dialogue/measuring-fossil-fuel-subsidies-in-the-context-of-the-sustainable-development-goals-methodology-report-launch/
https://forms.gle/ERyy4MhdB8siGqgD9
mailto:lsanchez@iisd.org
mailto:falcao@un.org

